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Three Renton elementary schools honored for 
academic achievement by stateôs education chief 

Only six schools in the state won award; three were from Renton 
 

Three Renton School District elementary schools have been awarded the 
Washington State Title I, Academic Achievement Award for consistent improvements in 
student mathematics and reading scores.  

The award was recently presented by 
state schoolsô chief Terry Bergeson to only 
six schools statewide; three were from 
Renton. 

Bryn Mawr, Cascade and Kennydale 
elementary schools won the competitive 
award which honors exemplary schools that 

have successfully 
met Adequate 
Yearly Progress 
standardsðin 
compliance with 
federal standards in 
the No Child Left 
Behind Actðin 
reading and 

mathematics for three consecutive years.  
The award honors school improvement teams that have significantly increased 

student achievement in mathematics or reading, through an identifiable strategy, which 
can serve as a state model and to assist other schools.  

The award includes a check for $15,000 for each of the schools. 

 

District has three measures on March 11 ballot 

Approval of all three measures will not raise tax rates, keeping 
Renton School taxes among lowest in region 

Citizens in the Renton School District are voting on a four-year Education 
Maintenance and Operations (M&O) Replacement Levy, a Technology Levy and a 
School Improvement Bond measure on the March 11 ballot. Although many voters 
have already cast their ballot by mail, polls will be open on March 11, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

No tax rate increase 

Even with approval of all three measures, tax rates will not increase, keeping the 
Renton School District tax rate at $3.44 per $1,000 of assessed property valueð 
among the lowest in the region. 
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Bond 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Terry Bergeson speaks to Bryn Mawr 
Elementary School students and staff 
during a ceremony to present the stateôs 
Schools of Distinction Award. 

 



Levy funds the gap 

School districts are financed from three sources: federal, state and local (levy) 
funding. Citizens throughout the district are voting 
to replace the local levy funds which are 
necessary due to inadequate state funding of 
education and must have voter approval to 
continue.  

State funding does not pay for all teachers and 
only funds five of a studentôs six period day. The 
M&O replacement levy maintains educational 
programs and activities for all students and pays 
for teacher salaries, classroom materials, 
textbooks, support staff, building maintenance, 
transportation, athletics and more. 

The Education Replacement Levy will renew 
the districtôs current levy, which was approved by 
voters in 2004 and expires this year in December. 
Funding from the replacement levy represents 
about 25 percent of the districtôs annual budget. 

The Technology Levy will allow continuation of our long-term technology plan that 
integrates technology into every classroom to support instruction, strengthens existing 
curricula and supports meaningful, engaged learning for all students. 

The School Improvement Bond allows for continued improvements and 
renovations of classrooms, school buildings and playfields, and includes an early 
childhood education center and a secondary education facility along with long-needed 
improvements to Renton Memorial Stadium. 

Districtôs financial management is sound 

The districtôs financial practices are sound. Analysis by two nationally-renowned 
bonding companies found the district to be good stewards of taxpayer dollars. Citizens 
throughout the district have consistently approved past replacement levies and school 
construction and technology measures with overwhelming support. 

 

 

No tax rate increase 

Renewal of the Education 
Levy, along with approval of the 
Technology Levy and the School 
Improvement Bond measure, will 
not raise tax rates for Renton 
School District taxpayers. 

If passed, the total tax rate 
will remain an estimated $3.44 
per/$1,000 of assessed value, 
keeping the Renton School 
District tax rate among the lowest 
in the region. 


